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Sec. 5 PRIVATE 1:\"VESTIGATORS Chap. 306 
CHAPTER 306 
The Private Investigators Act 
1. In thisAct, 
(a) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Police 
for Ontario; 
(b) "licence" means a licence under this Act and includes 
a temporary licence under this Act; 
(c) "private investigator" means a person who investi-
gates and furnishes information; 
(d) " regulations" means the regu lations made under th is 
Act; 
(e) "Treasurer" means the Treasurer of Ontario. 1958, 
c. 81, s. 1. 
2. Nothing in this Act applies to or affects, 
(a) barristers or solicitors in the practice of 
fession and their employees; 
their pro-
(b) persons engaged in the business of furnish ing in-
formation to subscribers as to the financial rating of 
persons and the employees of persons so engaged; 
(c) any class of persons exempted under the regulations. 
1958, c. 81, s. 2. 
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3 . No person shall engage in the business of a private L icences 
investigator for hire or reward without a licence so to do. t~ ~~!rngee,, 
1958, c. 81, s. 3. 
4. to person shall act as a private investigator as an Licenstnl( or 
employee or agent of a person who is engaged in the business em t>loyec 
of a private investigator without a licence so to do. 1958, 
c. 81, s. 4. 
5. A statement in a letter, advertisement, card or other Pri=f.ui• 
document or paper to the effect that a person is engaged in the evidence 
business of a private investigator or is acting as a private 
investigator is prima facie evidence that he is so engagt·d or 
acting, as the ca.se may be. 1958, c. 81, s. 5. 
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6.-(1) Every applicant for a licence to engage in the 
business of a private investigator shall apply for his own 
licence and the licences of his employees or agents, if any, who 
are private investigators upon the prescribed form which 
shall be accompanied by the prescribed fees and a bond in the 
prescribed amount and form. 
Type of bond (2) The bond sha ll be, 
R.S.O. 19GO. 
o. 168 
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(a) a personal bond accompanied by collateral security; 
(b) a bond of a guarantee company approved under The 
Cua ran/ee Co111panies Securities Act; or 
(c) a bond of a guarantor, other than a guarantee com-
pany, accompanied by collateral security. 
(3) The collateral security shall be negotiable securi t ies of 
the classes prescribed by the regulations not less in value than 
the sum secured by the bond and shall be deposited with the 
Treasurer. 
(4) T he Commissioner may require further information or 
material to be submitted by an applicant or a licensee and 
may require verification by affidavit or othenvise of a ny 
info rmation or material t hen or previously submitted. 1958, 
c. 81, s. 6. 
7 . The Commissioner may grant or refuse to grant a 
licence or any renewal thereof or suspend or revoke a ny 
licence where in his opinion such action is in the public 
interest. 1958, c. 81, s . 7. 
8.-(1) \\"here a person who is licensed to engage in the 
business of a private investigator dies, the Commissioner may 
grant to his executor or adlll inistrator a temporary licence. 
(2) All licensed employees of a deceased licensee at the 
time of h is death shall be deemed to be licensed as employees 
of such execu tor or administrator. 1958, c. 81, s. 8. 
9.- (1) Subject to subsectious 2 and 3, every licence a nd 
renewal of licence terminates on the 31st day of March in 
each year and every person who is licensed to engage in the 
business of a private investigator shall apply, on the pre-
scribed form, for a renewal of his own licence and the licences 
of his employees and agents, if any, on or before the 1st day 
of March in each year giving full particulars of any change in 
the facts set fort h in the latest application form on record and 
enclosing the prescr ibed fees for himself and his licensed 
employees and agents as upon a first a pplication. 
Sec. 14 PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS Chap. 306 1457 
(2) T he licence of an employee or agent terminates upon Termina\lon, 
his ceasing to be an employee or agent, as the case may be, n~=~~~oyees 
in which event his licence shall be returned forthwith by his 
employer to the Commissioner. 
(3) Every tcmporar)' licence termiuates in accordance with Termination or temporary 
the regulations. 1958, c. 81, s. 9. licence 
10.-(1) The Commissioner shall cause all cash, cheques, Fee moneys 
money orders and postal notes to be deposited with the 
Treasurer for payment into the Consolidated Revenue fund. 
(2) Where an application for a licence or the renewal of a Rerund 
licence is refused or is granted after the 30th day of September 
in any year, the Commissioner may recommend to the Trea-
surer that a refund of the fee or a part thereof be made and 
the Treasurer may make such refund. 1958, c. 81, s. 10. 
11. Immediately upon the receipt of a licence, the licensee Licence to be 
shall cause it to be displayed in a conspicuous place in his displayed 
office, and for this purpose duplicate licences may be issued 
where the licensee engages in the business of a private investi-
fator in more than one place. 1958, c. 81, s. 11. 
12. \Vhere a person who is licensed to engage in the business Change or 
f . . . h I . I f b . h place of o a pnvate mvest1gator c anges 11s pace o US111CSS, e buatness 
shall, within the twenty-four hours immediately following the 
change, give written notice by registered mail of the change 
to the Commissioner. 1958, c. 81, s. 12. 
13.-(1) No person shall have in his possession or display use or 
any badge, shield, card or other object purporting to indicate ~~g~~e~tt:~c. , 
that he is licensed under this Act except the prescribed 
identification card issued to him under this Act. 
(2) Every licensee shall, while investigating, carry on his Identlflca-
person the prescribed identification card issued to him under ~~~a~~f:d to 
this Act and shall produce it for the inspection of any person 
who requests the same. 
(3) No person other than thr licensee to whom it has been unauthor-
issued sha ll have in his possession any prescribed identification ized use 
card. 1958, c. 81, s. 13. 
14. No licensee shall at any time, whether bv agreement Acting as 
· h · · 1· b d I' · pollee omcer Wit a lllUillClpa 1ty Or oar of pO ICC COllUliiSSIOI\erS Orprohlbfted 
otherwise, act as a member of a police force or perform the 
duties of a constable or other police officer. 1958, c. 81, s. 14. 
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US. No person engaged in any business or employment 
shall use the expression "private detective" in connection 
with such business or employment or hold himself out in any 
manner as a private detective. 1958, c. 81, s. 15. 
16. No person who is or has been a licensee shall d ivulge 
to anyone, except as is legally authorized or required, any 
information acquired by him as a private investigator. 1958, 
c. 81, s. 16. 
17. No licensee shall act as a collector of accounts, or 
undertake, or hold himself out, or advertise as undertaking to 
collect accounts for any person either with or without re-
muneration. 1958, c. 81, s. 17. 
18. Every person who contravenes any provision of this 
Act is guilty of an offence and on summary conviction is liable 
to a fine of not more than $1,000 for a first offence and not 
more than $2,000 for a subsequent offence and in either case 
in addition thereto to imprisonment for a term of not more 
than one year. 1958, c. 81, s. 18. 
19. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regu-
lations, 
(a) prescribing the classes of persons who shall be exempt 
from this Act or from any provision thereof; 
(b) prescribing forms and providing for their use; 
(c) prescribing the form of licences; 
(d) prescribing licence fees; 
(e) prescribing the term and other conditions of tempo-
rary licences; 
(f) prescribing the amount and form of bonds to be 
furnished under this Act, the classes of securities that 
arc acceptable as collateral security, the conditions 
of forfeiture of bonds, the conditions upon which 
bonds may be cancelled, the period that bonds shall 
subsist, and respecting all matters subsequent to 
forfeiture; 
(g) prescribing the form and contents of identification 
cards for licensees and providing for the issue thereof; 
(h) respecting any matter necessary or advisable to 
carry out effectively the intent and purpose of this 
Act. 1958, c. 81, s. 19; 1959, c. 75, s. 1. 
